A 40.04 Ly VL)
degiall Auaddll alall Aegess laad caminl Gl (389
Aty 4y AAEY deganas cAidl 3 1.27 Zusy cleadlly
dcganas Al 3 0.08 dosy adel desanas Al 3 0.67
o 0.05 dusty GAY) 3550 glaily Slally elipeSlls slaally (Sl
Lé ).\434 g9 GAALA” )@.uﬂ\ d\)a e&aﬂ\ ‘)ﬂ.h.u\ O cﬁ Al
Ol il Al asdl gily Aaally gl e sens
e )@.uu 4.’)1.4.« PN || ‘_,,A 0.01 ERWAT ‘_,,.uaw\ )g.ua.“ D
bl (dsY) 05lS)
(u)m".u Ja gy d)d‘ ) Jhaall

B Decline of Inflation Rate in the Sultanate of Oman 1.57%
Data released by the Oman Center for Statistics and
Information showed that the inflation rate in the Sultanate
decreased by 1.57 percent in January, compared to the

same month of 2020.

The center attributed the decrease in the price index
during the past month, compared to the same month of
2020, to the decrease in the prices of major groups, such
as the transportation group by 6.87 percent, the food
and non-alcoholic beverages group by 0.75 percent,
the clothing and shoes group by 0.72 percent, and the
restaurants group and hotels by 0.36 percent, the group
of furniture and household appliances and equipment,
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and regular household maintenance by 0.11 percent,
and the communications group by 0.04 percent.
According to the center, the prices of the various
personal goods and services group increased by 1.27
percent, the culture and entertainment group by 0.67
percent, the education group by 0.08 percent, and the
housing, water, electricity, gas and other fuels group
by 0.05 percent, while inflation stabilized over the past
month without change in the groups of tobacco and
health. The general consumer price index rose during the
past month by 0.01 percent, compared to last December.
Source (Asharq Al-Awsat Newspaper, Edited)
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M Inflation in Sudan exceeds the limits of 300%
The inflation rate in Sudan has exceeded 300 percent,
which poses great challenges for the new government
concerned with dealing with an economic crisis that has
recently caused popular protests.
According to the Central Bureau of Statistics, the annual
rate of change (inflation) recorded 304.22 percent in
January 2021, compared to 269.33 percent in December
2020.
The Central Agency stated that the rise and increase in
food prices led to demonstrations in different parts of
the country. It also disclosed that the increase in these
rates is a result of inflation of consumer goods prices, in
all states during the past month, as the Red Sea State,
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eastern Sudan, recorded the highest increase at a rate
of 70.75 points, while the Nile River State, in the north,
recorded the lowest rate of 2.64 points.

A new government has been formed in Sudan, whose
mission is to revive the economy, which for decades
has been suffering under the weight of US sanctions,
mismanagement and civil wars. In the government, the
finance and economy portfolio was assumed by Gabriel
Ibrahim, one of the leaders of the armed movements
that were fighting the Bashir government in the western
Darfur region.

Source (Al-Araby Al-Jadeed Newspaper, Edited)
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B The Tunisian Economy Registers a Record Contraction of 8.8% in 2020

The Tunisian Institute of Statistics revealed that the
Tunisian economy recorded a record contraction in GDP
by the end of 2020, which amounted to 8.8 percent,
with a clear increase in unemployment rates, reinforced
by closures related to measures to combat the Corona
epidemic.

In details, the Government Statistics Institute stated
that growth rates decreased in all sectors except for the
agricultural sector, which grew by 4.4 percent. According
to the institute, gross domestic product (GDP) at prices of
the previous year decreased during the fourth quarter of
2020 by 6.1 percent compared to the fourth quarter of 2019.
On this basis, the Tunisian economy would have recorded
during the whole of 2020 an unprecedented contraction of
8.8 percent.

Likewise, unemployment rates increased to 17.4 percent
during the fourth quarter of 2020 after 78.3 thousand jobs
were lost in the period between the last two quarters.
Tunisia, where the number of unemployed increased to
725 thousand, lives in a state of social tension and repeated
protests in the various governorates of the country. The
number of the employed population in the last quarter of

2020 is estimated at 3433.4 thousand workers, compared
to an average of 3511.6 thousand during the third quarter,
recording a decrease by about 78.3 thousand workers.
Vital sectors of Tunisia's economy live in near recession
due to the health pandemic, as 70 percent of hotels have
suspended their activities and workers have been referred
to technical or final unemployment. Also, the phosphate
sector, which is one of the main sources of income for
the country's economy, suffers from a state of complete
paralysis due to the suspension of mining activity for long
periods due to the protests of job seekers.

The services sector, which includes tourism and the
activity of restaurants, hotels and cafes, recorded the most
severe decline in activity, with a decline estimated at 13.3
percent over a whole year, followed by the manufacturing
industries sector, which fell by 9.3 percent, and the non-
manufacturing industries sector, which recorded a decline
of 8.8 percent, compared to a growth rate of 4.4 percent
for the agricultural sector, which is the only activity that
witnessed positive growth last year.

Source (Al-Araby Al-Jadeed Newspaper, Edited)
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I The Decline in Expatriate Workers Threatens the Gulf Economies

"Standard & Poor's Global" credit rating agency revealed
that the population of the Gulf Cooperation Council
countries decreased by about 4 percent last year as a result
of the exodus of expatriates following the outbreak of the
Coronavirus crisis and the drop in oil prices.

Standard & Poor's expects the continued decline in the
number of foreigners in the region until 2023 due to
the decline in the growth of the non-oil sector and the
nationalization policies.

The Gulf countries depend a lot on foreign workers in
various sectors such as financial services, health care and
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construction, but efforts to localize jobs to combat the rise
in unemployment among citizens have accelerated in recent
years. According to Standard & Poor's, it is unlikely that the
total population of the Gulf Cooperation Council countries
will return to the level of 2019 of 57.6 million before 2023.
It is feared that these changes will have repercussions on
the regional economy and pose additional challenges for
diversification away from its heavy dependence on the
hydrocarbon sector in the long term, if not matched by
economic and social reforms that nurture human capital.
Source (London-based Arab Newspaper, Edited)
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B Kuwait is 3rd in the Gulf Region on the List of the World’s Most Influential Countries

CEO World magazine ranked Kuwait among the most
influential countries in the world, diplomatically,
economically and socially, with it ranked third in the Gulf
and 48 globally, by 56.55 points, out of 57 countries.
Saudi Arabia ranked Ist in the Gulf Area and 12th in the
World ranking at 85.08 points, followed by the UAE in
15th place globally with 77.95 points, then Oman ranked
50th globally with 55.97 points, and Qatar 52nd globally
with 55.05 points.

For its part, the United States topped the global list after
obtaining 98.53 points, followed by China with 98.39
points, Russia with 98.28 points, then Germany with 95.71
points, along with France with 95.26 points, the United
Kingdom with 94.87 points, and Japan with 89.67 points,
India by 89.11 points, Italy by 86.6 points, and Canada by
86.02 points.

On the other hand, the report showed that despite the
uncertainty surrounding the British economy after leaving

the European Union, the country ranked sixth over Japan
and India, for its ability to influence the behavior and
opinions of countries, people and organizations around the
world.

According to the report, the classification process was
based on a global questionnaire that included more than
280,000 experts in the field of politics and business from
11 countries around the world, and the countries were
ranked according to their highest score, and the evaluation
components in the classification included the measurement
of military strength, the strength of international alliances,
and the country's leadership, International trade and
travel, the strength of the economy and the culture of the
country, the diplomatic and media influence, the ability to
help countries in need, and the extent of these countries’
communication with the rest of the world.

Source (Al-Rai newspaper-Kuwait, Edited)



